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INTRODUCTION 

Teachers are no longer satisfied to begin the work in 
reading with teaching the alphabet. They now recognize 
the truth that words come before letters and that the 
natural language unit for the child in printed, as well as 
in spoken, symbols is the word ; and that from a small 
number of known words, the child, following the experi- 
ence of the race, forms by slight changes many new ones. 
Thus in learning to speak, the child unconsciously, aided 
by his natural imitative powers, gains a spoken vocabu- 
lary of many words that more or less regularly fall into 
diflEerent groups, each group growing by simple changes 
out of a single word. 

Actual schoolroom experience has convinced the author 
that the same or a similar process must be followed in 
teaching the child to recognize printed symbols. As in 
speaking, the basal or germinal words must be learned 
by memory, and then from these many others may be 
derived simply and naturally. 

Five hundred thirty-four different words are used 
in the selections in this book. One-third of these are 
basal or germinal words and must be named for the pu- 
pils and memorized by them. From these are derived 
simply and directly not only the remainder of the five 
hundred thirty-four but about a thousand other words 
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that will be encountered by the child in later reading 
books. 

Readers for beginners which present uninteresting, de- 
tached sentences are no longer used by the most successful 
teachers of reading. The short jingle or Mother Goose 
rhyme or the fable seems to be the simplest and most 
natural unit in reading. The first selection to be read 
should be one that the child already knows word for 
word. He should then by his own effort, if possible, find 
out what the words are, instead of being told by the 
teacher. The Mother Goose rhymes with which this book 
begins are chosen with this purpose in view. Let the 
teacher for the first few days have the children repeat 
from memory Mother Goose rhymes, making sure that 
all can repeat "Jack and Jill." Then give them their 
books and, beginning with the first rhyme, have them 
repeat it and point out the words. The rhyme is fol- 
lowed by a number of parodies in which the word changes 
are few. The children will find these interesting and 
easy to read because few new words are introduced. No 
harm is done if the jingles are read memoriter, provided 
the teaching of the word families is thorough. 

In teaching the new words, each should be derived 
whenever possible from a word or words already known. 
An explanation of the method and directions for using 
the word lists are given on pages 126 to 128. 

The author and publishers wish to express their grate- 
ful appreciation to John Lane Company for permission to 
use several illustrations by Billinghurst from their edi- 
tions of " The Fables of ^sop " and of " La Fontaine." 
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Jack and Jill 

Went up the hill 

To get a pail of water; 

Jack fell down 

And broke his crown, 

And Jill came tumbling after. 
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fell down broke came tumbling 

bell town joke game stumbling 

Nell crown poke name mumbling 

tell brown spoke same rumbling 

well drown smoke tame grumbling 
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Up Jack got, 

And home did trot, 

As fast as he could caper; 

He went to bed 

To mend his head 

With vinegar and brown paper. 
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Jack and Jill 

Rolled down the hill; 

So did the pail of water. 

Jack lost his cap, 

And Jill her hat; 

The pail came tumbling after. 



Jack and Jill 

Ran back to fill 

The little pail with water; 

Jill ran fast, 

But Jack at last 

Came up to her and caught her. 




Jack and Jill 

Went up the hill 

On the way to Dover; 

Jack lost his cap, 

And Jill her hat, 

As they were going over. 

Jack and Jill, 

Up on the hill. 

Did fill the pail with water; 

Jack found his cap, 

And JiU her hat. 

Before they got the water. 
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Jack and Jill 

Went up a hill 

On the way to Dover; 

Jill fell down 

And broke her crown, 

As they were going over. 

Jack and Jill 

Went up a hill 

On the way to Dover; 

Jack saw an ox, 

And Jill a fox. 

As they were going over. 
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IS'at and l^ell 

Went to the well 

To get a pail of water; 

If at fell down 

And cracked his crown, 

And !N'ell came, tumbling alter. 



Jack and Jill 

Went down the hill 

To take a jar to Dover ; 

Jack let it drop 

And broke its top; 

Jill sent it tumbling over. 
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There was an old lady 
Lived under a hill; 
And if she's not gone, 
She lives there still. 

There was a bold laddie 
Worked down in the mill; 
And if he's not gone, 
He works there still. 
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There was a red robin 
Lived up in a tree; 
And if he's not gone, 
In the tree, he will be. 
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Work and Play 

Set out one day 

To go as far as Dover; 

Work went ten miles, 

And Play a mile, 

Before the day was over. 

Bob and BiU 

Went up the hill 

To take a ride together; 

Their cheeks were red. 

So was the sled; 

All in the winter weather. 
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Karl and Kate 

Went to the gate 

To meet their little brother; 

Karl fell down 

And broke his crown; 

Kate ran to tell their mother. 

Karl and Kate 

Went out to skate, 

All in the winter weather; 

The ice was thin, 

And both fell in; 

They pulled them out together. 
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There were two crows 
Sat on a tree; 
And they were black 
As black could be. 

There were two crows 

Sat on a stone; 

One flew away. 

And then there was one. 



There were two crows 

Sat on a stone; 

Two flew away, 

And then there was none. 
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There were three girls 

Lived in a shoe; 

One went away, 

And then there were two. 

There were three girls 
Sitting in the sun; 
Two went away, 
And then there was one. 



There were three girls 
Sitting in the sun; 
Three went away, 
And then there was none. 
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There was an old woman, 
Who lived in a shoe; 
She had so many children, 
She didn't know what to do. 



There was an old woman, 
Who lived in a house; 
She had so many cats. 
She never saw a mouse. 
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There was an old fox, 
Who lived in a den; 
He had so many tricks, 
He didn't fear the men. 
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There were three crows 
Down under a tree; 
And they were black 
As black could be. 

There were four crows 
Down on the ground; 
And they were walking 
Round and round. 

There were five crows 
One summer mom; 
And they were stealing 
The farmer's corn. 
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SOUR GRAPES 

A fox saw some grapes in a tree. 
He said, "I like grapes. 
I must have some of them." 
So he ran to the tree and tried 

to get them. 
He tried and tried and tried. 
He could not climb the tree. 
So he jumped and jumped and jumped. 
He could not get them. 
"The grapes are sour," he said. 
" I would not eat them, 

if I could get them." 
And he ran away. 
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Little Jack Horner 

Sat in a corner, 

Eating a Christmas pie; 

He stuck in his thumb, 

And pulled out a plum. 

And said, "What a big boy am I!" 
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Little Jack Skinner 

Sat at his dinner, 

Eating a piece of pie ; 

He stuck in his thumb, 

And pulled out a plum. 

And said, "What a nice boy am I!" 

Little Jack Light-hair 

Sat in a high chair, 

Eating a piece of pie ; 

He stuck in his fork, 

And pulled out a cork, 

And said, " What a queer kind of pie ! " 
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SOUR GRAPES AGAIN 

A little boy saw some nuts on a tree. 
" I must have some of them/' he said. 
So he ran over to the tree, 

and tried to get them. 
He tried and tried and tried. 
He climbed up into the tree, 

but he could not get at them. 
He could not shake them down. 
He threw stones at them, 

but he could not knock them down. 
"They are not good," he said. 
"I would not eat them." 
And he went away. 
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Good night, 
Sleep tight, 
To wake up bright. 
In the morning light, 
To do what's right 
"With all your 
might. 
Little Jack 

Bright-hair 
Sat in a high 

chair. 
Eating a piece 

of pie ; 
He stuck in his thumb^ 
And broke off a crumb, 
And said, " What a small piece of pie I " 
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Little Boy Blue, 

Come blow your horn; 
The sheep are in the meadow, 

The cows are in the corn. 
Where is Little Boy Blue, who tends 

the sheep? 
He is under the hay, and fast asleep. 
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Little Jack HornePj come leave your 

pie ; 
The sheep are in the meadow, 

The cows are in the rye. 
Where is little Jack Homer, who tends 

the sheep? 
Down in the corner, and fast asleep. 



Little Tom Tupper, come leave your 

supper ; 
The sheep are in the meadow. 

The cows are in the corn. 
Where is little Tom Tupper who tends 

the sheep? 
Under the table, and fast asleep. 
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THE FOX AND THE OBOW 

A crow found some cheese. 
She flew into a tree with it. 
The fox saw her. 
Foxes like cheese. 
So he ran after her. 
He came to the tree. 
"How pretty you are," 

he said to the crow. 
"Can you sing?" 
The crow tried to sing. 
"Caw, caw," sang the crow. 
The cheese came tumbling down. 
The fox ran away with it. 
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Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat, 
Where have you been? 
I have been to London 
To see the queen. 



Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat, 
What saw you there? 
I saw a Httle mouse 
Under a chair. 
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Pussy went to London, 
To London went she; 
Pussy went to London, 
The queen to see. 

Pussy went to London, 
To London went she; 
Pussy went to London, 
But no queen did see. 

Pussy went to London, 
To London went she; 
Pussy went to London, 
And a mouse did see. 




Puppy Dog, Puppy Dog, 
Where have you been? 
I have been to London, 
To see the queen. 

Puppy Dog, Puppy Dog, 
What saw you there? 
I saw a Pussy Cat 
Under a chair. 

« 

Little Boy, Little Boy, 
Where have you been? 
I have been to London, 
To see the queen. 




Little Boy, Little Boy, 
What saw you there? 
I saw toys and drums. 
And a man with a bear. 

Pretty Girl, Pretty Girl, 
Where have you been? 
I have been to London, 
To see the queen. 

Pretty Girl, Pretty Girl, 
What saw you there? 
I saw a pretty doll house 
And a little doll chair. 




Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat, 
How do you do? 
Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat, 
I like you. 



Puppy Dog, Puppy Dog, 
How do you do? 
Puppy Dog, Puppy Dog, 
I like you. 



Little Boy, Little Boy, 
How do you do? 
Little Boy, Little Boy, 
I like you. 
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Pretty Girl, Pretty Girl, 
How do you do? 
Pretty Girl, Pretty Girl, 
I like you. 



Up, down! up, down! 

All the way to London town. 



See, saw! up and down! 

This is the way to London town. 



I like little Pussy 
Her coat is so warm; 
And if I don't hurt her. 
She will do me no harm. 
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SOUR QRAPES AGAIN 

A little girl saw some flowers 

in the water. 
They were very pretty. 
She tried to get them, 

but she could not reach them. 
She stood on a stone in the water, 

but she could not reach them. 
She got a long stick 

and tried to pull them to her, 

but she could not do it. 
"Well, they are not very pretty," 

she said at last. 
"I do not want them." 
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THE POX AND THE GROW AGAIN 

A little girl had a very pretty doll. 
A big girl wanted to play with it. 
But the little girl wanted to play 

with it, too. 
The big girl did not have a doll, 

but she had a jump-rope. 
She said to the little girl, 

"Let me play witt your doll, 
and I will let you take 
my jump-rope." 
"No, I don't want to," 
said the little girl. 
"I like to play with my doll." 
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"Oh, you can jump rope so well," 

said the big girl. 
"Take my jump-rope and go over and 

show Jack and Jill and Kate 

how well you can jump. 
If I could jump as weU as you, 

I would not play with dolls." 
So the little girl took the rope 

and went over to play 

with the other children. 
She could not jump rope 

as well as they could. 
And the big girl played 

with the pretty doll. 
The big girl was like the fox. 
The little girl was Hke the crow. 
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There was a fox 
Fell into a well; 
How he got out, 
He liked to tell. 

There was a goat 
Jumped into a well ; 
How he got out, 
He never would tell. 

There was a wolf 
Came to a well; 
What he saw there, 
He liked to tell. 
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THE POX AND THE GOAT 

A fox fell into a well. 

He tried to get out. 

He could not climb out. 

He could not jump out. 

A goat came along. 

"How did you get down there?" 

asked the goat. 
"Is the water cold?" 
"Come down and see," said the fox. 
"I will," said the goat. 
He jumped into the well. 
The fox jumped upon his back, 

and then out of the well. 
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THE FOX IN THE WELL 

As a fox was running along, 

he fell into a well. 
There was some water in the well. 
The water was not very deep, 

but he did not like it. 
He tried to get out. 
He tried again and again. 
He could not climb out. 
So he tried to jump out. 
He jumped and jumped and jumped. 
He could not jump out. 
"How can I get out?" he said. 
"I see no way. 
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I hope some one will come to help me." 

A wolf came along. 

He ran up to the well. 

He looked down into the well. 

He saw the fox. 

"Well, well," he said to the fox. 

"Is that you? 

How did you get down there? 

Did you jump in? 

How do you like it? 

Are you in the water? 

Is the water deep? 

Have you tried to get out?" 

"Help me to get out," said the fox, 

"and then I will tell you." 
But the wolf ran away. 
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JACK IN THE WELL 

Jack fell into a well. 

It was not very deep. 

There was some water in it. 

The water was not very deep. 

Jack was barefoot. 

He did not like to stay in the well, 

but he could not get out. 
He tried again and again. 
He could not reach the top 

of the well. 
He could not climb out. 
So he tried to jump out. 
He jumped again and again. 
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He could not jump out. 
So he yelled. 

He yelled again and again. 
Nat came running along. 
He came up to the well 

and saw Jack. 
"How did you get down there?" 

said Nat. 
"Do you like it down there? 
Is the water cold? 
Have you tried to get out? 
Have you tried to climb out? 
Have you tried to jump out?" 
"Help me to get out," said Jack, 

"and then I will tell you." 
But Nat did not help him. 
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He laughed and ran away. 

Nat was like the wolf. 

Jack yelled again. 

Karl heard him and came running 

up to the well. 
Karl looked down into the well 

and saw Jack. 
Jack was playing in the water. 
"How did you get down there?" 

asked Karl. 
"Is the water deep?" 
"The water is not deep," said Jack. 
" Jump in and let us have some fun." 
Karl was barefoot. 
So he jumped into the well. 
The boys played for a while. 
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Then Jack said, "Let me see 

if I can climb upon your back 
and reach the top of the well." 

"All right," said Karl. 

Jack climbed upon Karl's back. 

He could reach the top of the well. 

So he pulled himself out. 

"How am I going to get out 
of here ? " cried Karl. 

"I will get a ladder," said Jack. 

"I will not be gone long." 

Jack soon came back with a ladder, 
and Karl climbed up and out 
of the well. 

Karl was like the goat. 

But Jack was not like the fox. 
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There was a mon- 
key 
Climbed up a tree; 
"When he felldo wn, 
Then down fell he. 

There was a sailor 
Went off to sea; 
When he came 
back. 



Then back came he. 
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my 

by 

cry 
dry 

fry 

pry 

try 

ply 
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sty 
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book 
cook 
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look 
rook 
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ever 
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long 


rope 


along 


hope 


belong 


lope 


song 


slope 


wrong 


mope 


strong 


grope 



up, 
up, 
Here we go up. 
And here we go down, 

down, 

down; 
And here we go backward and forward, 
And here we go round, round, round. 

As I was going along, long, long. 
Singing a comical song, song, song ; 
The way I went was so long, long, 

long. 
And the song that I sang was so long, 

long, long, 
And so I went singing along. 
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THE MONKEY AND THE OAT 

A man had a monkey and a cat. 
The monkey saw some chestnuts. 
They were roasting in the fire. 
He ran to tell the cat. 
" Come and get some chestnuts," he said. 
"Are they roasted?" asked the cat. 
"They are roasting in the fire," 

said the monkey. 
So the cat went with him. 
"How are we going to get them?" 

asked the cat. 
" You can pull them out of the fire 

with your paws," said the monkey. 
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Pussy tried. 

She burned her paw. 

She did not like to bum her paw, 

but she tried again. 
She pulled one out of the fire. 
And she burned her paw again. 
She pulled them out one by one. 
She pulled them all out. 
Then she was going to eat some 

of them. 
But they were all gone. 
The monkey had eaten them all. 
The cat did not like this. 
She had pulled all the chestnuts 

out of the fire for the monkey 

to eat. 
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THE MONKBY AND THE OAT AGAIN 

Jack and Karl found some grapes. 

"They look good," said Jack. 

"How can we get them?" 

The grapes grew over a thorn tree. 

It was very hard to climb. 

"Climb the tree, Karl," said Jack, 

"and drop them down to me." 

Karl climbed the tree. 

He scratched his face and hands, 

but he got the grapes. 
He dropped them to Jack. 
When he came down. Jack had eaten 

them aU. 
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A RIDDLE 

There was a little green house, 
And in the little green house, 
There was a little brown house. 
And in the little brown house. 
There was a little yellow house, 
And in the little yellow house, 
There was a little white house. 
And in the little white house. 
There was a little heart. 
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THE PET DOG AND THE DONKEY 

A man had a donkey. 

He was a good donkey. 

He had to work all day. 

The man had a dog. 

He was a good dog. 

He did no work. 

He was a pet dog. 

He could go into the house. 

He had nice things to eat. 

He sat in the man's lap. 

The donkey could not go into the house. 

He did not have nice things to eat. 

He wanted to be a pet. 
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Then he would not have to work. 
Then he could go into the house. 
Then he could have nice things to eat. 
Then he could lie beside the man's 

chair. 
Then he could get into the man's lap. 
One day the man was sitting in his 

chair. 
The dog was beside him. 
The donkey ran away from his work. 
He ran up to the man. 
He tried to get into the man's lap. 
The man jumped up and ran after a whip. 
He came back with the whip. 
He ran after the donkey 

and drove him back to his work. 

74 



Little Robin Redbreast 

Sat upon a tree, 

Up went Pussy Cat and down went he ; 

Down came Pussy Cat, 

And away Robin ran; 

Said Little Robin Redbreast, 

" Catch me if you can." 



Pretty little Pussy Cat 

Sat by a tree; 

Up came Puppy Dog, and up went she ; 

Away went Puppy Dog, 

And down Pussy ran ; 

Said Little Pussy Cat, 

" Catch me if you can." 

75 




76 



THE KITE, THE FROG, AND THE MOUSE 

A frog and a mouse lived in the marsh. 
The frog did not like the mouse. 
The mouse did not like the frog. 
The frog thought the marsh belonged 

to him. 
The mouse thought the marsh belonged 

to him. 
While they were quarreling one day, 

a big bird flew over the marsh. 
The big bird was a kite. 
He flew down and caught 

both the frog and the mouse, 

and flew away with them. 
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BABY'S RIDE 

Ride, baby, ride. 

Pretty baby shall ride, 

And have little Puppy Dog 

Tied to one side, 

And little Pussy Cat 

Tied to the other; 

And away she shall ride 

To see her grandmother 

In London town; 

To see her grandmother 

In London town. 
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THE BIRDS, THE BEASTS, AND THE BAT 

The birds and the beasts fought 

a battle. 
The crow was there. 
The robin was there. 
The kite was there. 
The eagle was there. 
All the birds were there. 
The fox was there. 
The goat was there. 
The donkey was there. 
The dog was there. 
The cat was there. 
The wolf was there. 
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The lion was there. 

All the beasts were there. 

The bat was there. 

He did not help the birds. 

He did not help the beasts. 

He was a coward; he hid. 

After a little, he thought the beasts 

were going to win the battle. 
Then he flew to help them. 
They did not want his help. 
They did not want a coward. 
"Go away, go away," they cried. 
"You are not a beast." 
"I am, I am," cried the bat. 
"Look at my fur." 
" Go away, go away," cried the beasts. 
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"You are a coward. 

We want no coward on our side." 

And they drove him away. 

He hid again. 

After a while, he thought the birds 

were going to win the battle. 
He flew to help them. 
"Go away, go away," cried the birds. 
"You are not a bird." 
"I am, I am," cried the bat. 
"Look at my wings." 
" We do not want you," cried the birds. 
"You are a coward. 
Go and hide again. 
We want no coward on our side." 
And they drove him away. 
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THE FROG AND THE MOUSE AGAIN 

There were two little boys who lived on 
the same street. 

One little boy was Nat. 

The other little boy was l^ed. 

]S"at thought the street belonged to him. 

]S"ed thought the street belonged to him. 

So they quarreled. 

While they were quarreling, a police- 
man came along. 

He caught the two little boys. 

He did not eat them. 

He did not whip them. 

He took them home to their mothers. 
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Ding, dong, bell, 

Pussy's in the well! 

Who put her in? 

Little Johnny Green. 

Who pulled her out? 

Little Johnny Stout. 

What a naughty boy was that, to 
drown poor Pussy Cat who never 
did him any harm, but caught 
the mice in his father's barn. 
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See, saw, up and down. 

This is the way to London town. 

See, saw, up and down. 

Which is the way to London town ? 

One foot up, the other foot down. 

And that is the way to London town. 
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Gee, haw, over and over. 
And that is the way to Dover. 
Gee, haw, over and over, 
Which is the way to Dover? 
Two oxen to carry us over. 
And that is the way to Dover. 

Hee, haw, nothing's the matter; 
And that is the way to grow fatter. 
Hee, haw, nothing's the matter. 
Which is the way to grow fatter? 
Laugh, as if nothing were ever the 

matter. 
And that is the way to grow fatter. 




THE GOAT AND THE WOLF 



A little goat was all 

alone one day. 
The wolf came upon 

him. 
"How do you do, 

little goat ? " 

said the wolf. 
" This is a nice day. 
I like little goats." 
"Odear! Odear!" 

cried the little goat. 
"It is not a nice day. 
I do not like you. 
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Are you going to eat me?" 

"I am," said the wolf. 

"I like to eat little goats." 

" dear! dear! " cried the little goat. 

"What shall I do? 

I do not want to be eaten." 

Then the little goat thought 

of something to do. 
He said to the wolf, 
"Please play me a tune. 
I should like to dance before you 

eat me." 
"I will play you a pretty tune." 

said the wolf 
" I like to see little goats dance." 
The wolf played a pretty tune. 
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The goat danced a long time. 
At last the dogs heard them. 
They came running up. 
The wolf tried to get away, 
but the dogs caught him. 
" Good-by," said the little goat. 
" You played a pretty tune ; 
I like to dance." 
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LITTLE BOYS AND LITTLE GIRLS 

What are little boys made of, made of? 
What are little boys made of? 
Frogs and snails, 
And puppy-dog tails. 
And that's what little boys 

are made of, made of. 

What are little girls made of, made of? 
What are little girls made of? 
Sugar and spice, 
And all that's nice. 
And that's what little girls 

are made of, made of. 
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LITTLE MEN AND LITTLE WOMEN 

What are little men made of, made of? 
What are little men made of? 
Study and play, 
And work for every day, 
And that's what little men 

are made of, made of 

What are little women made of, made of? 
What are little women made of? 
Reading books. 
And helping cooks. 
And that's what httle women 

are made of, made of 
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This is Chicken-licken. 





This is Hen-pen. 



Chicken-licken met Hen-pen. 



This is Cock-lock. 



Chicken-licken and Hen-pen 

met Cock-lock. 



This is Duck-luck. 



Chicken-licken and Hen-pen 

and Cock-lock met Duck-luck. 
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This is Goose-loose. 



Cbicken-licken and Hen-pen 
And Cock-lock and Duck-luck 

met Goose-loose. 




This is Turkey-lurkey. 

Ohicken-licken and Hen-pen 
And Cock-lock and Duck-luck 

and Goose-loose met Turkey-lurkey. 

This is Fox-lox. 




Chicken-licken and Hen-pen 
And Cock-lock and Duck-luck 
And Goose-loose and Turkey-lurkey 

met Fox-lox. 
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CmCKEN-LICKEN 

Chicken-licken was running around 

under a tree. 
An acorn fell on her head. 
She thought the sky had fallen. 
She ran to tell the king. 
On the way she met Hen-pen. 
" Where are you going, Chicken-hcken ? " 

asked Hen-pen. 
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"The sky has fallen. 

I am going to tell the king," 
said Chicken-licken. 

"I will go with you," said Hen-pen. 

"All right," said Chicken-licken.. 

And away they went. 

On the way, they met Cock-lock. 

"Where are you going?" asked Cock- 
lock. 

"The sky has fallen. 

We are going to tell the king," 
said Hen-pen. 

" May I go with you ? " asked Cock-lock. 

"You may," said Chicken-licken. 

And away they went. 

On the way they met Duck-luck. 
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" Where are you going ? " asked Duck- 
luck. 

"The sky has fallen," said Cock-lock. 

"We are going to tell the king." 

" I will go with you, if I may," 
said Duck-luck. 

"Come along," said Cock-lock. 

And away they went. 

On the way, they met Goose-loose. 

"Where are you going?" 
asked Goose-loose. 

"The sky has fallen," said Cock-lock. 

"We are going to tell the king," 
said Duck-luck. 

" I will go with you," said Goose-loose. 

"Good," said Duck-luck. 
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And away they went. 

On the way, they met Turkey-lurkey. 

"Where are you going?" 

asked Turkey-lurkey. 
"The sky has fallen," said Duck-luck. 
" We are going to tell the king," 

said Goose-loose. 
"May I go with you?" 

asked Turkey-lurkey. 
"You may," said Chicken-licken. 
"Good," said Duck-luck. 
"Come along," said Cock-lock 

and Goose-loose. 
And away they went. 
On the way, they met Fox-lox. 
" Where are you going ?" asked Fox-lox. 
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" The sky has fallen," said Goose-loose. 
"We are going to tell the king," 

said Turkey-lurkey. 
"Come with me," said Fox-lox. 
"I will show you the way to go 

to the king." 
" All right," they aU said. 
But he did not show them the way 

to go to the king. 
He led them into his den. 
They never came out again. 
Chicken-licken, Hen-pen, Cock-lock, 

Duck-luck, Goose-loose, and 

Turkey-liirkey never saw 

the king to tell him that the sky 

had fallen. 
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"Wind from the north or east, 
You I like least; 
Wind from the south and west, 
You I like best. 



Whichever way the wind doth blow. 
Some heart is glad to have it so; 
Then blow it east or blow it west, 
The wind that blows, that wind is 
best. 
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Blow, wind, blow. 
Blow on the hilltop, 
Blow down again; 
Blow up the sunshine. 
Blow off the rain. 

Blow, wind, from the north. 
Blow, wind, from the east, 
Blow, wind, from the south. 
Blow, wind, from the west, 
Blow, little winds, blow. 

Little wind, blow on the hilltop. 
Little wind, blow down again; 
Little wind, blow up the sunshine. 
Little wind, blow off the rain. 
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Bob and Bill 

Worked in a mill, 

That made the cloth for sailors; 

They worked hard, 

And sent, many a yard 

In boxes off to tailors. 



Which way does the wind come? 
Which way does he go? 
He rides over the water 

and over the snow. 
But how he will come, 

and just where he goes. 
There is no one can tell you. 
There is no one who knows. 
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THE NORTH WIND AND THE SUN 

The north wind and the sun had a 

quarrel. 
The north wind said to the sun, 

"You are not so strong as I am." 
The sun said to the north wind, 

"I am as strong as you are, 

I am stronger than you are." 
Then the north wind asked, 

"Do you see that man down there?" 
"I do," said the sun. 
"He has a cloak on," said the north 

wind. 
"I see he has," said the sun. 

105 



"I can make him take it off," said 

the north wind, "but you cannot." 
"I think I can," said the sun, 

"but I know you cannot." 
"Do you. want to see me do it?" 

asked the north wind. 
"I should like to see you do it," said 

the sun, " but I know you cannot." 
Then the north wind began to blow. 
How hard it did blow! 
How cold it grew! 

But the man did not take off his cloak. 
He drew it around him and tried 

to keep warm. 
The north wind could not make him 

take it off. 
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Then the sun came out very warm. 
The cold wind did not blow. 
The man felt the warm sunshine. 
He let go his cloak. 
How warm it grew! 
The man felt very warm. 
He was glad to come to a tree. 
He took off his cloak 

and sat down under the tree 

to get out of the warm sun. 
The sun made him take off his cloak. 
The north wind had tried, but the 

north wind could not make him. 
The north wind is not so strong 

as the sun. 
The sun is stronger than the north wind. 
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Two little boys 

Went out to slide, 

All on a snowy morning, 

With the two little girls 

They asked to ride, 

AU on a snowy morning. 

Two little sleds 

They had to shde; 

Two little dogs 

Ban on beside; 

Two little girls. 

Two little boys, 

Two little dogs. 

To help the noise, 

All on a snowy morning. 

All on a snowy morning. 
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THE OAT AND THE FOX 

The fox met the cat one day. 
" How do you do ? " said he. 
"How do you do?" said she. 
"Have you seen the dogs?" asked he. 
"I have not," said the cat, 

"but I heard them." 
"They are not very far away," 

said the fox. 
" What will you do if they find us ? " 
"I have but one trick," said the cat. 
"I cannot run as fast as the dogs, 

but I have one trick that may 

save me. 
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If I see the dogs before they get 

too near, I can get away." 
"But one trick 1" cried the fox. 
"Is that all you have? 
I have a thousand. 
If I do not get away by one, 

I can by another." 
"Here are the dogs," cried the cat. 
"They are after us." 
The cat ran up a tree. 
This was her one trick. 
She was safe. 

The dogs could not get at her. 
The fox had a thousand tricks, 

but with all his tricks 

he did not get away. 
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THE FOX AND THE LION 

The lion is the king of beasts. 

He is much larger than the fox. 

He is larger than the goat. 

He is stronger than the donkey. 

He is fiercer than the wolf. 

He is very strong and very fierce. 

His roar is terrible to hear. 

One day the fox met the lion. 

The lion looked very fierce, 

and the fox was very much afi'aid 
and ran away as fast as he could. 

He was glad to get away, and hoped 
he would not meet the lion again. 
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But the very next day, 

as he was running along on the rocks, 

he met the^ lion again. 
The lion did not roar. 
The fox thought he did not look 

as fierce as the day before. 
But the fox did not go near him. 
The next day he saw the lion again. 
The Uon did not roar. 
The fox thought he did not look 

very fierce. 
The fox looked at the lion 

for a little while. 
He did not look very fierce. 
So the fox ran up to him, 

and said, "How do you do?" 
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JAOK AND LADDIE 

Laddie is a big dog. 
He is yellow and white 

and has long hair. 
His bark is temble. 
At least, so Jack thought 

when he first heard it. 
Jack was very much afraid 

of Laddie at first. 
He thought that Laddie would bite him. 
But after a little while, 

he was no longer afii'aid. 
He went up to Laddie and patted 

him on the head. 
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THE LION AND THE MOUSE 

One day a mouse was caught by a lion. 
The lion had him under his paw. 
He did not hurt the mouse, 

but the mouse could not get away. 
The mouse was so little, the lion 

did not want to eat him. 
So he let the little mouse go. 
The little mouse was glad, very glad. 
" I will do as much for you some day," 

he said to the lion. 
The lion laughed. 
How could a little mouse 

do anything for him? 
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The very next day the lion was caught 

in a net. 
The net was strong. 
The lion could not get away. 
The men would come and kill him. 
Just then, the little mouse 

saw the lion in the net. 
He ran up to the net 

and began to gnaw the ropes. 
He gnawed through one rope 

and then through another. 
The men did not come. 
He gnawed through one more rope 

and set the lion free. 
The little mouse could help 

even the king of beasts. 
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Sing a song of sixpence, 
A pocket full of rye ; 

Four and twenty blackbirds 
Baked in a pie. 



"When the pie was opened, 
The birds began to sing; 

Wasn't that a jolly dish 
To set before the king ? 
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tHickery, 
dickeiy, 
dock, 
The mouse ran up the clock; 
The clock struck one, 
The mouse ran down, 
Hickery, 

dickery, 

dock. 



The man in the moon 

Came down too soon, 

And asked his way to Norwich; 

He went by the south. 

And burnt his mouth 

Eating cold plum porridge. 
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To London, to London 
To buy a new hat; 
Home again, home again, 
Rat-a-tat, tat. 



Sing a song of spring time, 
A farmer planting corn; 
Four and twenty black crows, 
Early in the morn. 

When the corn was planted. 
The crows upon it fed; 
Wasn't that an easy way 
To get their daily bread? 
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To market, to market, 
To sell a fat hog; 
Home again, home again, 
Jog-a-jog, jog. 



Sing a song of scarecrows, 
Standing in the corn ; 
Four and twenty scared crows. 
Early in the morn. 

For the farmer hung up 
A scarecrow on a stick; 
Hungry crows were kept away 
By this simple trick. 
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DIBEOTIONS TO TEACHERS 

In building "Word from Word," the pupil should 
be taught first to break up words, not into all their 
parts, but into two parts. Jack, for instance, should 
be spoken J-ack; JUly J-Hl ; went, w-ent; hiH, h-iU; getj 
g-et ; pail, jHiil ; fdl^ f-ell ; dowriy d-own ; broken br-oke ; 
crown^ cr-own; came^ crarm; and tumbling ^ t-umbling. 
When the pupil can do this and can tell at sight, or 
by referring back to the word, just what each of the 
single letters and each of the groups of letters express, 
he should begin to combine under the teacher's direction. 

He has as material from the rhyme of " Jack and Jill " 
— b, bvy c, CTy dy /, g^ h, j, j9, r, t, w; also ack, iU, ent, 
et, aUj elly own^ oke^ ame^ and, up, umbling. The words 
that may be made by combining these are many, the 
commonest of which are given in the Word lists. 

For the first lesson in combining, pail and hUl may 
happen to be selected. The pupil pronounces p-aUj 
h'illy and then interchanges the initial letters or sounds 
and gets A-aiZ, hail ; and p^tl, pUl. Or he has up and 
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came before him. He pronounces omney and then puts 
the mitial sound before up and gets c-wp, cup. By- 
practice he will gain very rapidly in ability and power 
to help himself in thus naming new words. Words 
learned by word building may in turn be used as bases for 
further word building. Some words, when presented for 
the first time, cannot be taught in this way, but must be 
memorized. 

The pupil should, early in the first year, learn the 
names of the letters as well as their sounds — begin- 
ning with those letters whose names and sounds are 
similar. He has broken fell into f-ell. He may now 
be taught that the name of the first letter is ef. Then 
if he will repeat very rapidly ef-ellj ef-eUy ef-eUy he will 
see that the name readily softens into the sound, and 
thereafter the one will suggest the other. His first 
spelling should be of words of two letters, where both 
letters are of the character described. M-e, m-e, m-e, 
can be pronounced rapidly enough, naming the letters, 
to actually pronounce the word me. The same is true 
of n-o, 6-e, and many other words. The idea may be 
carried to words of several letters, fd^-d, f-o-l-dj etc. 

Word Lists should be used constantly for drill in 
combining for reading that is to come, and in review- 
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ing sounds and groups of sounds already known. 
Pupils enjoy "finding out things" for themselves. 
The parodies on jingles that have been committed to 
memory and read are nearly enough like the originals 
so that many pupils will be able to name the new 
words and to read them without assistance from the 
teacher. In every case, the pupil should, at least, be 
able to point out the new words. If these can be 
built from material already accumulated, they should 
be so built; if not, the teacher must name them for 
the pupil. If from them new building material is to 
be gained, the teacher must see that the new words 
are properly broken up and the new material thus 
gained added to that already on hand. 

In these directions the teacher is assumed to be 
working with a pupil, as concert work is possible, or 
of value, only when thinking is not required. It is 
expected, of course, that the pupil is with his class, 
and that what he is doing orally, others are following 
or doing silently. 

The underlying principle of the Word from Word 
Readers is to proceed according to nature, through the 
activity of the pupil properly directed by a teacher, 
who works according to a clearly understood plan. 
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DATE DUE 

A fine of 5 eenU will be charged for each cUy Uie book i 



»ook is kep^B 



over time 






